Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 1

We are now in our final recording for week 1 and this will be a quick one Insha’Allah.

We are ready to introduce our first major verb and that is the past tense verb. When | say ‘introduce’ what
that means is the model pattern will be given and the designated letters will be listed to account for the
pronouns, meaning those letters that are at the end of the verb that reflect the gender, plurality and
person of the one doing the verb.

Brief Summary of Lesson 1.2

In the first recording we gave you:
e The table layout
¢ We mentioned how within gender we have:
o masculine
o and famine.
e Within plurality we have:
o singular
o dual
o and plural
¢ When you multiply them together they becomes 6:
o He —they - they, she — they — they (singular — dual — plural, singular - dual - plural).
e Then take those 6 and repeat them again for second person, so you are speaking to one male,
two males and group of males and speaking to one female, two females or group of females so
that is 12.

e At the very end we have ‘I’ and ‘we’ so the table is a table of 14

The Past Tense Verb

So we have 2 tasks that we need to get to.
1. What is the particular configuration of vowels that will give us past tense? To answer the
question as to whether any additional letters will be brought to give us the past tense
meaning or are the base letters on their own sufficient? Because some verbs are such that

you have to introduce a prefix, only then will you be able to convey the tense you are intending.
So is that the case with past tense verb?

2. Once we have the model pattern, then it will simply be a task of listing those endings.
So this session is pretty much a listing and if you are smart and pay attention Insha’Allah in this half an

hour or 25 minute, you will have memorized the table while | am speaking. So sit there Insha’Allah and

pay attention with the intention of retaining and memorizing the table as we speak so you will relieve
yourself of extra effort.

1. This is the past tense pattern: J:ﬁ
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 2

You take your first, second and third base letters, string them up together and put a on each of the three
letters and this will convey the past tense.

> Example: 25 (he helped) and _~l> (he sat)

We have just learnt that for the singular masculine, third person which is conjugation 1 — there is no
need for any designated ending. The three letters on their own will convey the singular masculine. What
makes that possible is because the rest of the 14 [2 through 14] conjugations will all have special
endings. Any of those endings will signify that pronoun. If none of those endings are there then by default
the verb will indicate on singular masculine third person.

Let’s start developing the table now.

English Equivalent is ‘He’ and the verb is simply Jx.é model itself

To make conjugation 2 you will add an | at the end of the verb after the (Y position.

2. = becomes Us3 [They 2 men]

2

A s will be added at the end of the verb preceded by a .
3. That becomes | sl

Notice it has an extra ! at the end (which is silent and not pronounced). Why? The reason for this was

given in the first recording if you can remember and | will not repeat it right now Insha’Allah as | think that
was explained quite sufficiently.

So (continue on to next slide)

- - - 2 -
So Pause the video for a second and memorize this table J=é - D=3 - | slx3. Once you think you are

comfortable we will move on to feminine

o

Conjugation 4 has a long < and the long <~ has a on it

4. =% [she]
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 3

So this one is also added to the table: = — Slas - | das - e

Ok now if we want to say “two women”. We leave that < there and add an .

o

[Error pointed out on slide] The is a mistake it should not be , it should be Llxé — with on all three letters.

This < (the 4™ letter) should have been uf\m but the | necessitate a before it, otherwise the | cannot be

pronounced. So the femininity < receives — basically all the letters have .

LG L

Now we are hitting number 6 which is the group of females and something unique happens. That is the
(Y position truly gets a . Until this point if you look at it the (Y position - third base letter - is always
vowelled.

2 2 2

In conjugation 1it has a U”] in #2 it has a [U;Je], in #3 it has a , because ¢ needs a [\jl;é], in #4 again

[=Ja5] and #5 [l

°

Now in number 6 we will get — s andthe pronoun will be added after the .

a’ﬂ position becomes ;,5‘-» and remains this way until the end of the table. Very significant!

Then the O is added with the

6. = [group of females]

So all six of them are listed for you now.
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 4

/// /// }// ° /// //// /0//
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Before moving to the next slide, we just told you a minute ago that the (Y position retains it's until the

o - o - o -

bottom of the table so it is going to be 25, L2, I23, ... all the way down.

Now what you could do at this point is just focus on these endings the upcoming six endings and try to

sort of memorize them first and then it is just the matter of adding those to the already existing —l:a
What are those endings?
S B

| think you need to say it may be three four times and you will have it memorized because it is not more
difficult to memorize than a phone number. Many times when you don’t have a pen handy and somebody
gives you a phone number, you have to memorize it right? People are able to do that and this is much

o & w}

easier because it sort of rhymes - O A ("’ o — Lo P

So we are going to go slowly one by one

7. e [second person singular]

8. Lile [second person 2 males]

9. (’j"" [ second person group of males]

Now focus on #7, 8 and 9

. 0.7 P AN i

- 2 [ ..
Now we have < — L5 — -5 for second person feminine.

10. oz
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 5

For dual feminine second person the suffix is W
For plural it is :J:

11, Galss

o -
s 8.7

12. -

Now you see all of them. There are 12 conjugations:

e 7 Lo ot A7 T IC e P P T P S e
P N N O 5 ¥ I SR G SV ¥ S SR S v F Pl P4

Notice if you go back — < came several times.
o #4 we have <=3 [she] — was used
e #7 we had <z when we were speaking to a male — was used

e then #10 ul:w where we were speaking to a female — was used

o - 2
The, and on the < have been used up. left.

-

2

So, they use this now for #13
13, e 1]
‘' is the pronoun.

See these letters they are actual words, they are pronouns, and they are attached to the verbs in a
manner that it looks like a single word but in reality they are two words — e (J.iie is one word and & is

another word)

For the very last one we have:
14. Gz ['we]

This is similar to the 6™ one but different in the sense that # 6 was only & and this is O and |.
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 6

c7 7 Looe 1 A7 PO P IS e e 7 P I e s 07 2.7
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And on the forum, you will find a tab on the navigation bar called documents. If you click on the
document tab you will have extended tables. Like charts and charts of all of the tables we will
introduce throughout the weeks. Starting with this one. And not just this one, but also the passive
version and the two negative versions, because every verb at its basic level will have four: you
will have:

He helped

He was helped

He did not help
He was not helped

The next couple of slides will talk about that.
If you want the complete charts, go down to the forum and you will see these 4 charts and the
variations of the past tense verbs, which we will introduce in week 2. And eventually the imperfect
verbs which we will introduce in week 3 and the variations of that which will continue for the next

couple of months. All the material is there on the forum. The slides won’t give you everything;
they will give you the basic model. The extended tables are in the form of separate charts.

Passive

How do you create passive?

Passive is called J ses.

Passive voice is fine for now. And that would be by doing two things.

First of all, what is passive?

Passive is when the verb is directed towards the object and the subject is missing, i.e. suppressed.
» Example: He was helped

It is the gender, plurality and person of the object we are referring.

All of those 13 endings, they will not represent the subject anymore, but instead they will represent the
object.

How is it constructed?

It is done by two things:

1. Change the vowelling of the last letter to a, if it's not already a .

*‘ifitis not a implies that it is possible for a past tense verb to have a in the middle.

-
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 7

So you can hold that thought for now because right now we are doing the introductory theory, and
this point is not from the absolute essentials. In other words, it's not from what would be needed
to begin the book which is the first goal for us right now — to begin the Qasas book in week 3.

So the ¢ part changes to Js.

Which is the second to last letter. We say second to last letter, instead of saying middle letter. That is
because the verb can be bigger, as we saw in the example of U;a-zzn\/which had 6 letters. So when we

have so many letters, saying ‘middle’ does not work. Saying second to last letter is a more accurate way
of describing that. Or you can say ‘the middle base letter’ — that would work also.

Because even in the larger example of ‘;;a-mv\ the middle base letter was . The _» would receive a.

-

So Uiﬁp, would become U;"-

What else would happen?

2

2. The voweling of the <2 position would change to .
- - A
> = becomes J=b
- 2
When we say J:w it means ‘he was helped’ or ‘hit’ or whatever the meaning is.

Purposely | am not translating the pattern. | will not give you the translation. Although Jﬂ is a word in the
language. It means ‘to do’. | can say, ‘he did’, ‘they did’, ‘she did’ etc, but that really misses the point.
When the d,p people use these letters, 2, ¢ and J, the purpose is to abstract - they give you
something very basic and generic.

» Example: when a tailor creates garments, they would have a cutout, i.e. paper pattern. Nobody

wears the pattern. So translating the pattern would be like wearing the paper cutout, which does
not make any sense.

So that’s why throughout when we introduce these model patterns, we will not translate these patterns. If
ever the need arises to give any translation for various verbs, we will use the helping letters to do that.

"~ means he helped.
“.2) means he was helped.

So | say \ﬂmj U},af— ‘they two males were helped’, ‘they group of males were helped’. Who did the

helping? We do not know. That's what it means for a verb to be passive, that the subject is not
mentioned.

The question is why would the subject be suppressed? What would be the benefit of using the
passive voice? Is it generally bad to use passive?

In high school, they might have told you not to use passive and they suggest that active is superior. But
we disagree with that and we say that it is based on the occasion. Certain occasions do call for the
passive, and it would be more appropriate to use the passive than the active. That's when the subject is
known and when only one entity is capable of that verb. In that case using a passive would be
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 8
appropriate. Or maybe, attributing the verb directly to the subject causes disrespect and for that reason
you would instead use passive and this is like in the Qur'an, it comes in a few places.

» Example, “Was it an evil intended with the people of the earth, or did their Lord intend for them
guidance?”

Notice the structure.

When speaking about the evil, a passive verb was used. And when speaking about guidance, it was
attributed directly to the subject - “did your Lord intend for them guidance.”

. . 4/:’/0/45/“: . Eof .oﬂ . 0 - - ﬁ“,.’,:.i
|t00meS|IkethISC%‘M)V-@-g)v-/@-gﬂf\up) \Lsgwdg)ﬂ\%o

F . £ 4
So 4 )l is the passive, and 3 )l is the active. In the case of evil, fb,)\ was chosen, and in the case of good

and guidance, >/,! was chosen.

Certain things you will see again and again, and this is what the Qur'an does. It chooses the best possible
structure at every occasion.

That was a little side discussion on what passive is and why someone would employ passive. Our
purpose is not to talk about that. Our purpose right now is to give you the method of construction for a
passive. That would presuppose you already know the active. Once you have that, then you can modify

that to create the passive. Just know that when you do that, it will be the three aspects of the object which
are now being reflected by way of the designated letters at the end.

Negative

How do you create negative?

It's very simple. You just put a U at the front of those two that we just created, i.e. the active and passive.

> J«m becomes ,4’ e

- :1 - :4 -
> 2 becomes 2 L

By placing the particle L in front of both the active and passive voice patterns, the verb becomes
negative.

So if you check on the forums, you will see the charts
LT (SN SE ST S AR St DN SEGRNY Sie IO SEC D
o Ja.a—U.u—\j.l.v.e—g_,.l.u” — e —Ol.e-p.ba“ — Lalse —V.Jw —oded - Laled — - les —
s 0.7 L7
o Jab — UClas
R N A R U Y R R UE T T
o xo - Usb - sha - Clab - Glad - ad - dad - Gidlad — (lad — b - Lilad — s -
s ° 7 e
odsd — Ul
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Week 1.3 — Past Tense Verb 9

e JeloUs U iut _u;u_@;u_;j;u_u’;u_ R Ry
/”o/}\:‘_ /fo/}\:‘_&fo/)\-; o L; df;u

So | just recited those tables for you from memory. It's not a big deal. Pretty much all of our
students can do it. It does not take a long time. It takes maybe, depending on the person, 10 to
30/40 minutes to get down one of them. Once you have one of them memorized then you do not
sit down and memorize the second one or the third or fourth. It’s noting the slight differences. This

is what < .. is all about. This is how we present the material to our students. And we tell them

that people sometimes misunderstand it and they approach it in a manner that it is not supposed
to be approached in.

In pr, the degree of memorization is very minimal. The majority of it (80-90%) is not

memorizing. It's only the very basic ones that you will have to memorize. The perfect verb which
we just introduced would need to be memorized and the imperfect verb which is coming in week
3, as it's completely different than the perfect. Once you have these two, then the rest of them are
constructed and it’s done by slight modification to the existing. So hopefully a lot of people have
already retained a lot of the table just by the fact that we are going slowly. Other than that,
download the document from the forum, sit down and memorize them, and we will hear you
present them Insha’Allah in the weekday evening session.

We aakhir da’awana ‘anil hamdulillaahi rabbil ‘alameen.
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